16	THE HISTORIC SETTING
Through the victory of Islam, organic Christianity in these
lands received a terrible set-back, from which it has never
recovered. Bright spots, however, illuminate the dark pict-
ure of the conquest. According to the view of Gibbon, the
toleration prevailing at Damascus through the gentler coun-
sels o£ Abu 'Obeidah accounts for the present large Christian
population. The superb arrogance of Sophronius, Patri-
arch of Jerusalem, who, after the Holy City had been be-
sieged four months by Abu 'Obeidah, refused to make terms
with any one but the Caliph 'Omar himself (forced to travel
from Arabia for the purpose), secured for the Christians of
the city a Covenant or Bill of Rights which has been ratified
by all the subsequent Moslem dynasties. Writing three
and a half centuries later the Moslem historian Muqad-
dasi ("the Jerusalemite") complains that in his native city
"everywhere the Christians and the Jews have the upper
hand." To this day the relations between Moslems and
Christians in Jerusalem are more harmonious than in other
towns of the same size. When there resident I used to
patronize a barber's shop where a Christian and a Moham-
medan worked in partnership.
After the death of Sophronius, however, no patriarch was
resident in the Holy City for sixty years. The See of
Antioch was vacant for over a century, though the line was
kept up by a Patriarch of Antioch, resident at Constanti-
nople. Everywhere Christian churches were converted into
mosques. The speech of the conquerors came to be the
speech of the conquered. The Syriac language fled into the
mountain recesses. The only traces of it to-day are found
in three small villages, Ma'Iula, Bukh'a, and Jeb'adtn, in
the hill ranges, north-east of Damascus, where a hybrid
Aramaic, strongly impregnated with Arabic forms and words,
is still spoken, though it is never written.
Even while, with an apparently unbroken front, the Mos-
lems were invading Syria and Palestine, the seeds of discord,
planted at the death of Mohammed, were preparing to ger-
minate in the soil of Islam. The story of the schism which
resulted in the main division of the Moslem world into
Sunnis and Shi'ahs will be sketched in a later chapter. It is
touched on here simply that we may understand, at the be-

